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Erika Hornsey

LETTER FROM 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

As we move into our fifth year of service, we are thrilled to see how far 
we have come. Visiting our warehouse these days is impressive. Before 
we opened our doors in 2014, we had just 49 tool types in our inventory. 
Today, we have nearly 300. But beyond sheer numbers is the knowledge 
that we grew because we were needed. And we were needed because 
Houston is a city that loves to give back. 

This year, we saw many needs in the community: a need for tools in 
recovery efforts, for Harvey projects as well as for new projects after 
Tropical Storm Imelda; a need for tools to equip 300 volunteers as they 
built a playground for their school in one day; a need for tools to clean up 
and maintain our parks and waterways; a need for tools to equip Scouts, 
young people who are already helping to make the world a better place. 
And these are just a few examples of hundreds!

At the end of each day, the ToolBank relies on the community we serve. 
Houstonians continue to come on board as volunteers, staff, board 
members and donors. We would never be where we are without you.

This year, we are excited to begin an effort to expand access to blue tools 
throughout the Greater Houston area. We can’t wait to see where our 
tools go next, and what projects they make possible as we begin a new 
decade.

Sincerely,

Erika Hornsey
Executive Director
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Houston Community ToolBank is a nonprofit tool lending program that empowers fellow 
nonprofits to tackle community-based projects throughout our city. We have 22,000 plus 
items and 300 tool types in our warehouse. Toolbank borrowers are not only traditonal 
nonprofits, but also schools, faith-based organizations, neighborhood associations and 
many others. Access to ToolBank inventory relieves the burden of purchasing, storing, 
maintaining and repairing the items essential to projects and events positively impacting 
our community. 
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125 Days of Caring supported

55,000+ tools lent

250 Community clean ups equipped

It has been over two years since Hurricane Harvey devastated the Gulf,  and more than 40% of tools are 
still supporting long term recovery projects. And, in a region that is prone to hurricanes and flooding 
like that of Tropical Storm Imelda, the ToolBank means that volunteers are equipped more quickly with 
the tools they need to help their neighbors. With the generosity of our supporters, we have continued 
to lend free tools and to expand our inventory to ensure we help build east Texans’ resilience into the 
future.

DISASTER RECOVERY & RELIEF
TOOLS FOR HOPE

1,000+ Disaster Recovery Projects

$2.8 million in lent tool value

5745 hours of volunteering at the ToolBank
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Toolbank story 
ALL hands and hearts

Blue tools help AHAH achieve their 
mission:  to effectively and efficiently address 
the immediate and long-term needs of 
communities impacted by natural disasters.

As a disaster relief and recovery charity 
that relies on volunteers – who come 
from all over the world for anywhere 
from one week to three months at a 
time – All Hands and Hearts needs a 
large, versatile inventory of tools to 
serve their project sites.

“There's nothing that can slow a 
worksite down quite like only having 
a couple of tape measures or drills, 
when 5 or 6 people need to use them 
frequently,” explained Ashley Saulcy, 
Partnership Manager. “That efficiency 
is positive for the volunteer experience 
and the homeowner working to get 
their house back.”

By using blue tools, All Hands and 
Hearts has been able to ensure funding 
goes directly to operational costs and 
material purchases for recovery efforts, 
while also increasing the impact of their 
volunteers. 

For Ollie and Leonard Goss, All Hands 
and Hearts was vital in getting them 
back into their home. Their home, 
which Leonard had grown up in during  
the 1940s, was badly flooded during 
Hurricane Harvey. When the waters 
receded, Ollie and Leonard found large 
amounts of mold in the home which 
made it unsafe to live in. All Hands and 
Hearts worked on the Goss’ home for 
two years, using blue tools to muck and 
gut and then rebuild. This past summer, 
the Ollie and Leonard Goss finally 
returned home.

In 2019, All Hands and Hearts 
completed repair work on 30 homes 
in Houston and 41 homes in Coastal 
Bend. Every one of these homes has 
a story behind it, and ToolBank tools 
have helped build these stories. Ulti-
mately, blue tools are one element of 
getting homeowners like Ollie and 
Leonard Goss back into their homes. 
The ToolBank is proud to partner 
with so many organizations doing vital 
community work just like All Hands 
and Hearts across Southeast Texas.

“that efficiency 
is positive 
for both the 
volunteers and 
the homeowner 
working to get 
their house back.”

photo credit to Salgu Wissmath



5

OUR SUPPORTERS
STRENGTHENING BLUE TOOLS

Amegy Bank
American Red Cross
Bank of America
BBVA Compass
Briggs & Veselka
BoyarMiller
Center for Disaster Philanthropy
CFMA
Chevron
Chris Staffel Foundation
Comerica Charitable Foundation
Community Health Choice
Cox Foundation
C & S Wholesale Grocers
Cross Country Mortgage
Enterprise Products
ExxonMobil Foundation
Forney Construction
George Foundation

With the help of our supporters, the Houston Community ToolBank was able to have 
our biggest year yet. We are incredibly grateful to each foundation, company and indi-
vidual who gave in support of tools for hope in 2019.

Heron Lake Golf Club Inc.
The Home Depot Foundation
Insperity
Jerry C. Dearing Family Foundation
Jackson Walker LLP
Karbach Brewery
Klunk & Millan Advertising, Inc.
Locke Lord LLP
Matrix Services
McMahon Solutions
One Star Foundation
Rebuild Texas Fund
Stanley Black and Decker
Sunstate Equipment
Turn 5, Inc
United Way of Greater Houston
UPS
William Stamps Farish Fund
2019 HCTB Advisory Board

A special thank you to the individual donors who gave through our website, Facebook 
and by mail to support the ToolBank's mission.
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LETTER FROM 
BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Supporter,

This year we finished our fifth year of service to our community. It 
has been an honor to serve as board chair throughout a year of 
exciting changes and growth. In 2019, we saw all sorts of big moments 
including:

We served 258 charities, more than ever before!
We lent over $2.7 million in tools for Disaster Recovery.
We began the process of expanding our reach through a project that 
will serve 4 counties surrounding the city.

We serve the largest city in the ToolBank network of affiliates. We 
have always believed that growth was critical. In 2020, although we are 
working to serve more charities and equip more volunteers, we remain 
firmly committed to our core mission: to equip Texans with the tools 
they need to help their neighbors and communities. 

Without support from our network of member charities, our funders, 
our board and the greater community, we would never have made 
it here! I am so proud to serve our team, both staff and volunteers. 
We want to continue the tremendous work and accomplishments in 
2020 and beyond — ensuring that our blue tools are making a positive 
impact in east Texan communities, far and wide!

Let's keep this effort going and growing!

John Crabb
Board President 2019-20
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The History of the ToolBank
Five years of equipping helping hands

The Houston Community ToolBank is an independent affiliate of a 
nationwide network of ToolBanks located in 7 other cities. The first   
ToolBank was opened in Atlanta in 1991. In 2008, ToolBank USA was 
founded to promote the formation of ToolBanks in other cities. The 
Houston ToolBank opened in 2014. Since opening our doors five years 
ago, the Houston Community ToolBank has lent out $13.8 million 
of tools that have equipped 200,000 volunteers in completing more 
than 13,000 projects. The Houston Community ToolBank is a capacity 
building organization, working behind the scenes to equip others to do 
good in our community.

Questions? Want to come for a tour?
Call us at (713) 674-0262

www.houstontoolbank.org

We are open Mon-Fri 9-4
by appointment only at:

1215 Gazin St
Houston, TX 77020
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